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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE D. PATL, of
Brick Church Station, in the county of Essex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Lasts;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of boot or shoe lasts which
provides the sole-edge of the last with an elas-
tic or yielding bed or cushion adapted to per-
mit of’ the easy insertion and withdrawal of
the awl and pegs in pegging, and so that as
little injury as possible may occur to the lass
by reason of such work.

Heretofore several different forms of con-
struction have been employed having this end
in view. Rubberhas been fitted into a groove
formed in a pegging-last, in combination with
a metallic plate, which latter constitutes the
sole-edge of the last; also, rubber has Leen
fitted into a groove in a last and adapted it-
self to form the sole-edge of the same; but
noue of the several forms have provided a rub-
ber bed or cushion composed of longitudinal
sections, made, respectively, of different de-
grees of vulcanization.

My invention is designed to provide an elas-
tic bed having an inner or main body formed
of rubber, adapted to readily admit of the in-
sertion and withdrawal of the awl and the pegs,
while the outer edge of the same is made of
rubber, adapted, by its rigidity and firmness,
to form the sole-edge of the last. To this end
I make the inner longitudinal body of said

Dbed from rubber having a suitable degree of

vuleanization for the purpose in view, and the
outer edge of the same from rubber having a
greater degree of vuleanization, whereby the
latter may be capable of bearing the work im-
posed upon it in its function as the sole-edge
of the last.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a bottom-plan
view of a last embodying my invention. Tig.
2 is a view in cross-section of the same.

The last A, made of any suitable material
and form, is provided with the rabbets «,
formed in the outer or sole edge thereof,
which rabbets may extend to a greater or less
extent about the sole of the last. In the
drawings said rabbets are not formed on the
heel and extreme toe of the last; but, if de-
sired, they may be, or there might be a con-
tinuous rabbet extending entirely about the
outer edge of the hottom of the last. An elas-
tic bed or filling, B, in placed in this rabbet
or rabbets, preferably so as to have its under
or sole surface flush with the main body of
the bottom of the last and its side or edge
surface flush with the side of the last, both
the last and the elastic bed having the same
contour or exposed surface form. This elas-
tic bed is composed, in its main or inner body,
b, of rubber whose degree of vulcanization is
such that the awl and pegs may be easily in-
serted and withdrawn therefrom, while its
outer longitudinal body, ¥/, is made of rubber
having a greater degree of vulcanization than
the former, and adapted by its greater hard-
ness, as compared with the same, to serve as
the sole-edge of the last, This elastic bed
may be secured in its rabbeted groove in any
desired manner. A good way is to fasten its
longitudinal extremities by metallic heel and
toe plates and its sides by nails, as shown in
the drawings; but this is wholly optional, and
any other snitable means may be employed for
this purpose.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— .

The combination, with a boot or shoe last
formed with a rabbet about its sole-edge, of
an elastic bed fitting therein, composed of rab-
ber, the outer edge of which is of a greater de-
gree of vulcanization than its main or inmer
portion, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and sea} this 12th
day of June, 1878,

GEORGE D. PAUL. [L. 8]

Witnesses:

BERNARD ZWINGE,
- Lours HANNEMANN.



